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visit, and that the key of the octangular tower was always at
my command. In those hours I became deeply enamoured
of a part of French history, which, although most important to
that of Europe at large, and illustrated by an inimitable old
historian, I had never sufficiently studied. At the same time,
to gratify the feelings of my excellent host, I occupied myself
occasionally with some family memorials, which had fortunately
been preserved, and which contained some curious particulars
respecting the connection with Scotland, which first found me
favour in the eyes of the Marquis de Hautlieu.

I pondered on these things, more meo, until my return to
Britain, to beef and sea-coal fires, a change of residence which
took place since I drew up these Gallic reminiscences. At
length, the result of my meditations took the form of which my
readers, if not startled by this preface, will presently be enabled
to judge. Should the Public receive it with favour, I shall not
regret having been for a short time an Absentee.